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Statement by Partners for Transparency
Before the Sub-Group on Current and Emerging Implementation Issues
Of the Working Group on Effective Implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty
On March 17th
Subject: Transparency in Information Exchange and Record-Keeping by Industry Actors in Responsible International Arms Transfer Operations
Thank you, Mr. President,
Partners for Transparency affirm that effective implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty does not solely rely on state obligations, but also includes the crucial role of industry actors, including manufacturers, brokers, and shipping agents. Transparency in information exchange and record-keeping by these actors is a fundamental pillar to ensure that international arms transfers are conducted responsibly and in accordance with the treaty’s provisions, particularly regarding the prevention of diversion and misuse.
The effectiveness of national regulatory systems largely depends on the accuracy of records maintained by companies, their capacity to document shipment pathways, verify end-users, and report any indicators of diversion or unauthorized re-exportation. Additionally, organized and transparent information exchange between industry stakeholders and relevant authorities enhances the ability to respond proactively to any deviations in the transfer of military equipment.
In this context, the importance of industrial transparency becomes evident when examining the conflict situation in Sudan. While the UK prohibits the direct export of arms to Sudan, British-manufactured military equipment has been found in use by the Rapid Support Forces amidst the conflict.
This case demonstrates that the industry’s responsibility extends beyond mere formal compliance with licensing conditions to ensuring accurate record-keeping systems within companies, effective tracking mechanisms for military equipment post-export, documentation of supply chains, continuous verification of end-users, and timely reporting of potential risks.
The absence of transparency in information sharing and record-keeping may contribute to continued flows of arms into high-risk environments, such as Sudan, even if the initial transfer was legal.
Therefore, Partners for Transparency call for:
· Strengthening national legal frameworks that require industry actors to maintain detailed, transparent, and auditable records concerning transfer and re-export operations,
· Adopting written policies for due diligence in the field of human rights within industry actors,
· Establishing regular information exchange mechanisms between industry actors and relevant authorities regarding diversion risks.
Thank you.
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